THE    ISLAND    WORLD
The first fish of each kind, taken by the fishermen,
were always carried to the heiau, and offered to
their god, whose influence they imagined had driven
them to their shores. In some remote period,
perhaps, they had observed the sharks chasing or
devouring these fish, as they passed along among
their islands, and from this circumstance had been
led to deify the monster, supposing themselves
indebted to him for the bountiful supplies thus
furnished by a gracious Providence.
They had a number of sea gods, besides those
whom they imagined directed the shoals of fishes
to their shores. They had also gods who controlled
the winds and changed the weather. During a storm,
or other season of danger at sea, they oifered up
their paro, or plue kuana, a particular kind of
prayer; but it is not known to what idol they ad-
dressed it. On these occasions, their dread of perish-
ing at,sea frequently led them to make vows to
some favourite deity; and if they ever reached the
land, it was their first business to repair to the
temple, and fulfil their vows. These vows were
generally considered most sacred engagements;
and it was expected that, sooner or later, some
judgment would overtake those who failed to per-
form them. It is not improbable, that the priests of
those idols, in order to maintain their influence over
the people, either poisoned the delinquents, or
caused them to sustain some other injury.
Karaipahoa was also a famous idol, originally
belonging to Morokai. It was a middling-sized
wooden image, curiously carved; the arms were
extended, the fingers spread out, the head was
ornamented with human hair, and the widely dis-
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